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‘WO Anerican magazmes Lz)‘e
and Look, have begun publica=’

o

| sen, two of President
: -close aides (see New Times, August

| . dent of April 1961. The facts disclos-
ed'in them have triggered off a
| sharp controversy in'the press, now
.. Agency.
- history, but the Schlesinger and So-
1. rensen-accounts deal with some very
| delicate, and very topical, issues..

“|' dent Kennedy, the cquniry's Chief
I - | Exccutive, bore full responsibility'

B | for the dismal Bay of Pigs gamble -
- In fact, he admitted as much publxc-
" ly. But both authors are at pains to

- ponstbility for the fiasco, of whxch
dent, and “"the immediate blame.

| which’ they place squarely - on the-
- Central- Intelligence ‘Agency,- tops.

tain members ‘of the Cabinet.
Both memoirists recall Kennédys
remark after’ the ﬂasco' “Victo

R

tion of the memoirs of Arthur.M.'_.._
1+ Schlesinger and Theodore C. Soren-.
Kennedy's .

., 18). Seo far, they have published tha’ )
|'.. chapters on the Bay of Pigs inci-

joined by the Central Intelligence. )
These events are part of.

-There can be no doubt-that Presi- -

--distinguish - hetween political res= -

[-'they do not absolve the late- Presi- |

ranking Pentagon officials’ and éer- 'f

W,.

has a hundred fathers and defeat iyl
", an orphan,”*
IV'r. Sorensen also remembers how,}
while wélking'in the White House|
garden the same day, Kennedy e
“ peated the phrase and “told me, at|
times in caustic tones, of some of |
the other fathers of defeat who.had .
“let him down.” The Presxdent was
.referring to his top-level advlsers,,,'
~‘particularly in the Pentagon and the :
CIA, who “misadvised, mxsled and
mxsmformed" him, ‘and in the end
*left him holdmg the baby.
And both memoirists remind thexr
,‘vreadcrs that the preparations for the
invasion of Cuba began under Pres-
ident Eisenhower ecarly in 1960,
_Eisenhower approved the CIA plan'
“' for clandestine preparatxons and
+ training of the Cuban counter—revo- I
“ lutionaries. Kennedy, Mr, Sorensen
writes, “inherited the plan, the pian—

- ners and, most troubling of all, the:
Cuban exile brxgade " Briefed on the "

. operatxon shortly before he took over
- office, Kennedy was "astomshed at
{ts magnitude and daring, Heé told me'
later én that he had great doubts .

|'.. dent of the invasion advocates. Ho
" missed no chance of heasting about
; ihrowing Guatemals’s legal governs

| and told him I was certain our Gua- -
| temalan operation - would succeed.’

10ne of the most persuasive and oft-
|repcated arguments
-{Cuban exile brigade could not be
“|disbanded, If it were,
|would accuse the United States of.
|*having 1st its nerve” in the fight

| [Behlesinger, there was strong pres-
| Fure from a “collection of officials
-prepared to sacrifice” the reputation
‘bt the young President, “in order to
. Befend interests and pursue. ochc7,
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ment. Mr., Sorensen describes the

.scene {n the Presidential study short-

1y before the lnvasion. Allen Dulles‘_
‘told Kennedy

“I''stood right here at Ike's desk

And, Mr, President, the prospects for )
this [Cuba], plan are even better
than they were for that one,” .
There was pressure from all sides.

was" that the..

the émigrés

|egainst ' Communism.. According io

ives of their own.”

Be that  as ‘it may, Kennedy ap-
roved the plan, but stipulated that.
nder no circumstances should "
kmerican troops have any. part in it
Phis, both authors say, met with no
bjeetions from the plan's keenest

from that moment on.”"
?‘.'.' Both' authors name C1a- :Director.

Auen Du‘ues ‘as one of the' mo.st ar-, N

pporters. They felt sure the opera-
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